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Thomas Rann at the Wigmore Hall

—|_hc Wigmore Hall reciral by the young
Australian cellist Thomas Rann on 2
June, accompanied by Wu Qian, was
exceptional in almost every regard, and one
only wished his choice of music had been
more consistently worthy of his fine gifts,
Each half of his programme opencd with an

unaccompanied work, the first being a solo

.Sonara by George Crumb dating from 1955.

One might have guessed as much with regard
to its year of composition, for the piece itself,

very well laid out for the instrument, relied far

too much on sub-Bart-
okian material, without
thar master’s ge

make any rruly
ctive impact, although
the work is not wholly

without merit. Mr Rann
clearly gave a superbly comm-
itted account of the score.

In Beethoven's Opus 102 No 1 Sonata, he
and Ms Qian proved a finely marched duo,
and their wholly convincing view of this work
betokened much study and preparation.
Debussy’s Sonata ended the first half, receiving
another performance of no linle distinction.

Peter Sculthorpe’s Requiem for solo cello
opened the second half, and once again we
had to admire Mr Rann’s compelling comm-
itment to a score which rather wo readily
betrayed its weaknesses — thase of meeting our
expectations too readily and of the composer's
seeming inability, or unwillingness, 1o mod-
ulate from whichever tonic — usually B flar -
with which cach movement began; yer Mr
Rann clearly relished 1o technical and textural

difficulties the composer posed in this
colourful and inventive work,

In complete contrast, two short picces by
Tchaikovsky followed; the Pezzo capricciose —
an enchanting piece of Mendelssohnian
tracery — was brilliandy desparched and the
Andante Cantabile was beautifully phrased,
although one might have wished for an
inherently slower tempo ~ in a word, a more
Russian approach. In Martinus Variations on
a theme of Rowini, this finely gified young
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cellist’s qualiries came to
the fore — he demonst

rated such superb music-
anship throughour the

ly

programme that one eag

looks forward to hearin
Thomas Rann many times in
the furure.

ROBERT MATTHEW-WALKER
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